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Young southern African scientists argue for multi-
sectoral response to COVID-19, including the 
psycho-social and political sciences representation 
in policy decision-making processes. They argue the 
pandemic warrants the use of social measures and 
people’s everyday experiences to inform COVID-19 
regulations.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Putting the spotlight on… 
…an individual! 

 

This month, we welcome the Centre of 
Global Development Edward Kadozi from 
the Centre for Development Policy (CDP) 
based in Rwanda. The CDP builds 
“capacities of organizations and 
professionals to drive development Africa 
needs” and hopes to “jointly promote 
evidence-based policy-making in Africa”. 
Welcome Edward!  
 

Want to spotlighted? Reach out to us at 
ace@uj.ac.za/. 

 

Following his appointment to lead a ministerial 
advisory committee on combating COVID-19 last 
year, Professor Salim Abdool Karim has focussed 
on increased science engagement. The professor 
now sets an example of how public visibility in the 
media can help build trust between scientists and 
society. Marina Joubert explores this journey.  

We’re building our gallery of stories of African 
evidence-informed decision-making. Want to 
feature your story? Reach out to us! We’re looking 
for examples of evidence making difference in 
policy design, resulting in positive results after 
implementation, or strengthening a system.  

Mark your calendars 
 

02 March: How can policy-makers use 
behavioural science?, online.  
 
04 March: Institutional arrangements, 
evidence and policy pathways to safe 
domestic energy, online. 

AAAS Science & Diplomacy January 2021 
special issue Online features article by Ms. Phyllis 
Kalele and Dr. Stanley Maphosa, both in the employ 
of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf). 

 
Photo: Pexels 

A case study highlights lessons about climate 
change adaptation from Malawi and Zambia. Using 
consultation processes to raise awareness, share 
knowledge between different actors, and promote 
inclusion the lessons were aimed at helping 
communities use evidence to adapt to climate 
change. 
 

Informing the C19 response: assessing the 
African National Academies of Science’s role  
 

Phyllis Kalele and Stanley Maphosa penned an 
article focused on national academies of science in 
Africa and their response in providing science 
advice to policy-makers in their respective 
countries. Highlighted are thirteen of the 27 
existing national academies in Africa on how they 
played a role in supporting their respective 
countries’ responses to COVID-19 through 
providing credible, independent, and evidence-
based scientific advice to decision-makers.  

We’re throwing back to a blog post from 
2020 that takes us on a journey with 
researchers at the coal face of COVID-19. 
 
View all our blog posts online and submit 
your AEN blog here! 

https://theconversation.com/covid-19-policy-briefs-must-be-realistic-a-review-by-young-southern-african-scientists-152029
https://preventepidemics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PERC_RespondingtoCovidData.pdf
https://preventepidemics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PERC_RespondingtoCovidData.pdf
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/science/insights/3-ws-to-reduce-the-risk-of-covid-19/
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/science/insights/3-ws-to-reduce-the-risk-of-covid-19/
https://www.samrc.ac.za/people/prof-salim-abdool-karim
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210203053343436
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1aJjYjbXSatM834eM_F-GO8Ce9oKMg4klPoIhVJ67JP8/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.lse.ac.uk/Events/LSE-Festival/Post-Covid-World/Events/20200302/behavioural
https://www.lse.ac.uk/Events/LSE-Festival/Post-Covid-World/Events/20200302/behavioural
https://www.assaf.org.za/index.php/events/147-institutional-arrangements-evidence-and-policy-pathways-to-safe-domestic-energy?date=2021-03-04-10-00
https://www.assaf.org.za/index.php/events/147-institutional-arrangements-evidence-and-policy-pathways-to-safe-domestic-energy?date=2021-03-04-10-00
https://www.assaf.org.za/index.php/events/147-institutional-arrangements-evidence-and-policy-pathways-to-safe-domestic-energy?date=2021-03-04-10-00
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-lessons-from-africa-on-climate-change-adaptation
https://www.sciencediplomacy.org/authors/phyllis-kalele
https://www.sciencediplomacy.org/authors/stanley-maphosa
https://www.sciencediplomacy.org/article/2021/connecting-dots-role-african-national-academies-science-in-informing-covid-19-response
https://www.sciencediplomacy.org/article/2021/connecting-dots-role-african-national-academies-science-in-informing-covid-19-response
https://www.sciencediplomacy.org/article/2021/connecting-dots-role-african-national-academies-science-in-informing-covid-19-response
https://www.sciencediplomacy.org/article/2021/connecting-dots-role-african-national-academies-science-in-informing-covid-19-response
https://africaevidencenetwork.org/en/learning-space/article/76/
https://www.africaevidencenetwork.org/en/learning-space/article/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/the-website-you-were-trying-to-reach-doesn-t-work-with-internet-explorer-8f5fc675-cd47-414c-9535-12821ddfc554?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
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Opportunities 
 

▪ Apply for the online science 
communication course at the University 
of Stellenbosch before 21 May 2021.  

▪ Apply for the Fulbright Foreign Student 
Program 2022-23 academic year by 14 
May 2021. 

▪ Apply for the TWAS Research Grants 
Programme in Basic Sciences 
(Individuals) by 14 April 2021.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL EVIDENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A research-policy collaboration in the United 
Kingdom last year brought together researchers, 
funding bodies, and policy-makers to identify what 
is already known and uncover current research 
gaps around a set of issues that will help Britain’s 
medium- to long-term recovery from the 
pandemic.  Published as ‘Areas of Research 
Interest’, the process is described in this blog. 

A virtual workshop on Tools and Methods for 
Welfare Measurement and Analysis in the Western 
Balkans hosted experts from the World Bank, 
European Commission, National Statistics Offices 
(NSOs), and academia to discuss innovations and 
challenges for data collection and evidence-based 
policy-making. Workshop participants examined how 
NSOs adapt from the conventional methodologies to 
collect data and to measure economic and social 
progress in a timely and policy-relevant way during 
COVID-19. 
 

Hot off the press 
 

Movsisyan et al: “Adapting evidence-
informed population health interventions 
for new contexts: a scoping review of 
current practice” 
 
van der Graaf et al: “Co-production in 
local government: process, codification 
and capacity building of new knowledge 
in collective reflection spaces. Workshops 
findings from a UK mixed methods study”  
 
Wanko Keutchafo et al: “Mapping 
evidence of nurses’ attitudes toward 
older adults in Africa: a scoping review 
protocol” 

A winning essay on courts and public policies 
authored by Rafael Monnerat uses Brazil as a case 
study to highlight the relationship between the 
judicial court system and science. Examining how 
the courts are informed to make decisions, 
particularly decisions shaping public policies, in a 
developing democratic regime. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: The White House 

USA restoring trust in government through scientific 
integrity and evidence-based policy-making  
American President Joe Biden has committed to using 
evidence-informed decision-making to restore trust in 
government through issuing a Memorandum on Restoring 
Trust in Government Through Scientific Integrity and 
Evidence-Based Policymaking. The memorandum directs 
all federal agencies to put scientific integrity and evidence 
at the core of their policy-making. Doing so aims to ensure 
that scientific and technological information, data, and 
evidence plays a central role in the development and 
iterative improvement of sound policies and to the 
delivery of equitable programs.  
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww0.sun.ac.za%2Fscicom%2Fcourse%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C870dd9bbaba44c754cd308d8cc1b6409%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637483765297952697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aCbkMqI5jKD939zujP9ht8gE3vt4A1%2FetG6TnHdTpOs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww0.sun.ac.za%2Fscicom%2Fcourse%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C870dd9bbaba44c754cd308d8cc1b6409%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637483765297952697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aCbkMqI5jKD939zujP9ht8gE3vt4A1%2FetG6TnHdTpOs%3D&reserved=0
https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/fulbright-postgraduate/
https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/fulbright-postgraduate/
https://twas.org/opportunity/twas-research-grants-programme-basic-sciences-individuals
https://twas.org/opportunity/twas-research-grants-programme-basic-sciences-individuals
https://twas.org/opportunity/twas-research-grants-programme-basic-sciences-individuals
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upen.ac.uk%2Fgo_science&data=04%7C01%7Cnataliet%40uj.ac.za%7C420132baa21a4398792b08d8c85c8360%7Cfa785acd36ef41bc8a9489841327e045%7C1%7C0%7C637479647925968621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GcPTT8%2BzV7kFMxNIRf2PYsuuAo71C5p0yE3zFYIPNiE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upen.ac.uk%2Fgo_science&data=04%7C01%7Cnataliet%40uj.ac.za%7C420132baa21a4398792b08d8c85c8360%7Cfa785acd36ef41bc8a9489841327e045%7C1%7C0%7C637479647925968621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GcPTT8%2BzV7kFMxNIRf2PYsuuAo71C5p0yE3zFYIPNiE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.lse.ac.uk%2Fimpactofsocialsciences%2F2020%2F11%2F27%2Fbuilding-new-bridges-between-research-and-policy-during-a-national-lockdown%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnataliet%40uj.ac.za%7C420132baa21a4398792b08d8c85c8360%7Cfa785acd36ef41bc8a9489841327e045%7C1%7C0%7C637479647925968621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2Fl4b%2FUWChA96Cs2y2gJ3b9l%2BPWPZNbEWwjEO7Bu48mg%3D&reserved=0
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/pandemic-offers-statistical-offices-opportunity-innovate-and-strengthen-evidence-policy
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/pandemic-offers-statistical-offices-opportunity-innovate-and-strengthen-evidence-policy
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/pandemic-offers-statistical-offices-opportunity-innovate-and-strengthen-evidence-policy
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12961-020-00668-9
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-021-00677-2
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-021-01575-y
https://www.ingsa.org/ingsa-news/monnerat-lac2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/memorandum-on-restoring-trust-in-government-through-scientific-integrity-and-evidence-based-policymaking/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/memorandum-on-restoring-trust-in-government-through-scientific-integrity-and-evidence-based-policymaking/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/memorandum-on-restoring-trust-in-government-through-scientific-integrity-and-evidence-based-policymaking/

