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Housekeeping

 To keep the technical process simple, we will not be using 
webcams for this session;

 Organisers will keep your microphones “Muted”while 
listening to a presenter to avoid background noise during the 
session; 

 Please submit your questions and comments through the 
Questions	Box	at the bottom of the GoToWebinar control 
panel. You can submit questions at any point during the 
webinar; 

 Panelists/presenters will collect all questions submitted by 
you during the session;

 Please raise your hand for questions and we will unmute you 
during the QnA.

 In case you did not get answer on your question during the 
live session, panelists will get back to you later via email; 

 In case of technical problems, please write to 
n.jalaghonia@curatio.com;

 Please complete the post-webinar survey



• Enable researchers to support the use of health systems research 
awareness among policymakers, program implementers, by 
policymakers and other stakeholders.

• Raise providers, citizens and the press/media about the need to value, 
demand and use evidence.

• Create opportunities for all Health Systems Global (HSG) members to 
dialogue and share best practices in evidence translation

Picture: Africa Evidence Network

About The Africa 
Evidence Network
• Pan-African community
• Vision: end poverty & inequality
• Mission: evidence-informed decision-

making in Africa
• 4	ways	of	working

• Informs e.g. newsletter
• Connects e.g. Evidence 2020
• Learns e.g. landscape maps
• Advocates e.g. Africa Evidence Leadership Award

• Get in touch!
@Africa_evidence
ace@uj.ac.za
www.africaevidencenetwork.org

About Translating Evidence 
to Action TWG
The Translating Evidence into Action (E2A) Thematic Working
Group (TWG) focuses on the translation of health systems
evidence into action through knowledge exchange on best
practices, lessons learned, and practical guidance and tools. The
overall aim is to decrease the current gap between what we know
and what we do.
Objectives:

Get in touch!
@H_S_Global
https://bit.ly/2D7U2u3
https://healthsystemsglobal.org/thematic‐groups/translating‐evidence‐into‐action/





Speakers

Dr.	Rhona Mijumbi		‐ Uganda

• Director	of the	Center	for	Rapid	
Evidence	Synthesis	(ACRES);

• Member	of	COVID‐19	taskforce	for	the	
Uganda	Medical	Association, Uganda

Dr.	Benjamin	S.C. Uzochukwu ‐ Nigeria

• Public	health	physician

• Professor:	Public	Health,	Health	
Policy,	and	Systems, University	of	
Nigeria;

• Member:	Ministerial Expert	Advisory	
Committee	on	COVID‐19	Health	
Sector	Response

Prof.	Mamadou	Samba	– Ivory	Coast

• Director General	of	Health:	Ministry	of	
Health	and	Public	Hygiene;

• Associate	Lecturer: Public	Health	and	

Health	Economics	‐Houphouet–

Boigny University	Abidjan;
• General	Coordinator	COVID‐19 pandemic	
response



Topic 1

• How	has	your	country	
approached	tackling	COVID‐

19?

• What	role	are	you	as	well	as	
other	African	colleagues	
playing	to	localize	public	

health	evidence	for	COVID‐19	
decision	making?



Topic 2

Similar to all our personal lives, 
there has been a large shift in 

focus in many of the priorities in 
our professional lives as well due 

to COVID-19. 

What	has	been	your	
experience	as	a	researcher	in	
navigating	the	competing	

demands	to	be	able	to	respond	
to	the	pandemic?



Topic 3

The various decisions taken by 
governments across the continent 
have not been without controversy 

and challenges. 

In	your	opinion,	which	countries	in	
Africa		are	striking	the	right	
balance?	

Which	countries		in	Africa	have	got	
it	wrong?

What	are	the	contours	of	those	
decisions?”



Questions/ Discussion



Conferences
Re-imagining health systems for 
better health and social justice

Virtual: Nov 8-12 2020
Learn more: 
https://hsr2020.healthsystemsresearch.org/

Virtual: Sept 23-25 2020

Learn more: 
https://confsa.eventsair.com/evid
ence-2020-conference/about/



Join us and 
stay in 
touch!

• To become a member of AEN: 
https://www.africaevidencenetwork.org/fr/mem
bers/join/

• To become a member of E2ATWG: 
https://healthsystemsglobal.org/twg‐
group/2/Translating‐Evidence‐Into‐Action/

• To read about COVID‐19 EIDM in Africa (French): 
https://www.africaevidencenetwork.org/fr/eidm‐
during‐covid‐19

• To read about COVID‐19 EIDM in Africa (English): 
https://www.africaevidencenetwork.org/en/eid
m‐during‐covid‐19



Thank you!

Nasreen Jessani, DrPH
Africa Centre for Evidence
Africa Evidence Network

www.africacentreforevidence.org
www.africaevidencenetwork.org

@Africa_Evidence
@ACE_UJ
@NasreenJessani

Questions? 

This work is licensed under CC BY‐SA 2.5 ZA. Full license details 
here: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by‐sa/2.5/za/
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